The Judiciary Sample Lesson 1 ALL THE WAY TO THE SUPREME COURT
Objectives:

1. Conduct research using primary source materials

2. Participate in brainstorming and information sharing activities

3. Use prewriting strategies in the form of list to organize ideas

4. Draw conclusions based on research

5. Identify, seek, describe, and evaluate multiple points of view surrounding issues.

6. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Students understand the relationships of cause and effect.
7. Research and Information Fluency: locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.
Summary

This lesson uses role playing to simulate a hypothetical situation of constitutional law. In this case, students are presented with a law passed by Congress outlawing the displaying of any flag other that the United States flag, or flags of states and other municipalities. Students are given scenarios to determine if a violation of this law has constitutional standing and can work its way to the Supreme Court. Subjects covered are:

1. Article One free speech and expression 

2. Establishment Clause

3. Due process

4. Equal protection

Materials:
The Defendants handout 

The Brainstorming Worksheet

Note: If whole class instruction, make an overhead transparency of the handout.

Instructions for classroom activity
Divided students into small groups or use this lesson as a whole group exercise directed from the front of the class. Tell them that they will be defending one of the cases, but that, as young lawyers, they want the case with the best chance to be heard by the Supreme Court. Be sure each student has the Brainstorming worksheet and can read the Defendants handout.

Have students discuss the cases of each of the defendants. What constitutional guarantees may be used to defend your client? Students will complete the boxes that are relevant to each case.
Have the students select which client they want to defend. For all cases tell the students that the District Court (or State Supreme Court) has sided with Congressional law and found their client guilty. Ask students where they want to go next?

With the exception of Joe Davis, they should all have answered the Federal Appellate court. Joe will need to petition the Supreme Court directly as his case was decided by a state Supreme Court. Ask the students what Joe (If anyone chose him.) will need to get to the Supreme Court. Have students explains what a writ of appeal is.
Instruct your class that the Appeals Court upheld, rejected, the lower court opinion, or asked for a writ of certificate. Be sure to ask your students to explain these.

If the Appeals Court rejected the lower court’s finding, the government lawyer will appeal to the Supreme Court. For these cases, say that the Supreme Court will issue a writ of certiorari to hear the case. Have students explain what this is.

Written Assignment:

The conclusion of this assignment is for students to explain, in their own words, way their client is protected by the constitution and why the Supreme Court should declare the Flag Act unconstitutional. Direct students that their answers need to cite the appropriate constitutional clauses and cite at least one Supreme Court ruling.
Evaluation Rubric:

Student has cited the appropriate Constitutional clauses and made reference to at least one Supreme Court ruling to make their case
Student has citing appropriate Constitutional clauses but does not cite a case.

Student has cited at least one Constitutional clause but is not clear about why it is relevant.

Student has made statements about civil rights but does not relate them to a Constitutional clause.

Student has no clear understanding of the assignment

