The Judiciary Teacher Answer Sheet

The Federal Court System

1. What are the two court systems in the United States?

2. What is dual sovereignty (concurrent jurisdiction)?

3. What are the three US Appeals Courts?

4. What rules apply to judges of Article III constitutional courts?

5. What rules apply to judges of Article I legislative courts?

6. Which Act created the Federal court system?

7. What was the original number of Supreme Court justices? Who set that number? How many are there today?

8. Under what authority do Constitutional Courts Exercise Powers?

9. Which court has original jurisdiction over Federal cases?

10. What kinds of cases do District courts hear?

11. Describe a Federal maritime dispute.

12. What is the function of The United States Court of Appeals?

13. What does The US Court of Appeals not have?

14. How does The United States Courts of Appeals hear an appeal?

15. What is the jurisdiction of the International Trade Court?

16. What is the jurisdiction of The United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit?

17. What was the jurisdiction of the Former United States Circuit Court?

18. What courts did Congress create for special purposes?

19. What are the terms of 
the judges of special courts?

20. What is the jurisdiction of the United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces?

21. Why was the United States Tax Court set up?

22. Which courts can hear bankruptcy cases?

23. Which court handles tax refund suits, government contracts, environmental and natural resources, civilian and military salaries, Indian tribal claims, and claims made by foreign, state, and local governments?

24. Which court handles all local trial matters for the District of Columbia?

25. Where do the territorial courts have jurisdiction?

26. What is the jurisdiction of The Court of Veterans Appeals?

Federal Judges and Officers of the Court

1. How are all Article III Federal judges are nominated?

2. How can an Article III judge be removed?

3. What are the conditions for Article I legislative judges?

4. List examples of Article I judges. 

5. Who sets Salaries and Benefits for all Federal Judge?

6. Who makes the lowest wage, senior law professors, deans of law schools, District Court Judges?

7. Which case is seen most often in Federal courts?

8. List the qualifications for Federal Judges.

9. What are the political qualifications for Federal Judges?

10. What is a political litmus test?

11. Describe the job of Attorney General.

12. What does the Justice Department have complete control over?

13. Who is the Solicitor General?

14. What are the three principal missions of US Attorneys?

15. What is the limit of authority for a Magistrate judges?

16. What do US Marshals and their Deputies do for the court?

17. What law enforcement duties are US Marshals charged?

18. What does a posse do?

19. What is a bailiff?

20. What is a court clerk?

21. What is a Court stenographer (reporter)?

22. What are all defendants are entitled to?

23. What is the role of Petit Jurors?

24. How large is a civil petit jury?

25. How large is a criminal petit jury?

26. What does a grand jury decide?

27. Where are the greatest numbers of lawyers practicing?

28. What does a lawyer do?

29. What is another term for Lawyers?

30. Who is the plaintiff?

31. Who is the defendant?

32. Who is the plaintiff in criminal cases?

33. Who may challenge a law?

FEDERAL LAWS AND THE CONSTITUTION

1. No power to enforce, no police or army, Compliance limited by detection and punishment

2. Judges are bound by the wording of the Constitution; they attempt to follow the meaning of the Framers of the Constitution 

3. Judges take care not to strike down laws based on opinion and not the Constitution

4. A theory of constitutional interpretation used by strict constructionist It states that the Constitution has a fixed and knowable meaning 

5. Interpret

6. When the language is vague or ambiguous 

7. A way of interpreting the Constitution in light of what was the intent of the framers It is a way of interpreting to expand the language to allow for the current standards and meanings of contemporary society

8. Judges look to the underlying principles of the Constitution in light of modern values

9. The Constitution is seen as continually evolving with society

10. The power of a court to hear the case for the first time

11. The authority to review the decision of an inferior (lower) court

12. States courts

13. Original and appellate jurisdiction

14. The Supreme Court

15. Disputes between two or more states, ambassadors and public ministers

16. Written laws

17. Unwritten laws based on precedents

18. Appellant decisions can guide future legal decisions, stare decisis, 
common laws based on precedent, law, in practice, is what the court says it is

19. Judicial relief, is the means used by the court of law to enforce a right, impose a penalty, or to impose its will 

20. The principle that a person has a right to enforce their rights against violation by persons or governments

21. Part of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, it provides that "no state shall… deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws”

22. A legal doctrine by which the Bill of Rights is applied to state law through the Due Process Clause

23. “The Congress shall have power To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several states, and with the Indian tribes;”

24. “The Congress shall have Power - To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof”

25. Violations of Federal and state criminal codes These are violations of laws passed by either Congress of state legislatures to protect society as a whole 

26. Disputes between two parties, such breach of contract issues, slander, and malpractice These disputes do not affect society as a whole

27. A group with a common grievance bring a claim to court

28. “let it stand,” A decision made by a higher court is binding precedent (mandatory authority) over lower courts

29. An order to perform a duty as directed by law or appear before the court to provide an explanation

30. The burden of payment on the guilty party

31. Latin for “in the character or manner of a pauper” 

32. A person in need or in poverty

33. The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other High crimes and misdemeanors 

34. They were acquitted

THE SUPREME COURT

1. What is the size of the Supreme Court?

2. What are two general description so the Supreme Court?

3. Who appoints the Chief Justice of the United States?

4. What are the roles of the Chief Justice?

5. Who determines the number of sitting justices on the Supreme Court?

6. What does the Supreme Court have appellate jurisdiction over?

7. Who has ultimate authority over the Constitution?

8. What authority does a present Supreme Court have over past Supreme Court rulings?

9. Who was Thurgood Marshal?

10. Who is Sandra Day O’Connor?

11. Who is Clarence Thomas?

12. Who is Ruth Bader Ginsberg?

13. When does a term of the Supreme Court begin?

14. When do the sessions of the Supreme Court end?

15. What is a sitting?

16. What are the breaks called for judges?

17. What is the Rule of Four?

18. What are the conditions for a case to be heard by the Supreme Court?

19. What is sovereign immunity?

20. What is a writ of certiorari?

21. What is a "writ of appeal" to the Supreme Court?

22. What is a writ of certificate?

23. How is the decision of a writ of certificate announced?

24. What are the opening procedures before the Court?

25. Who are Amicus curiae?

26. What are the briefs from amicus curiae used for?

27. Where else does the Court seek information?

28. What are Friday Conferences?

29. Where do the Judges go during Friday conferences?

30. Who may participate in Friday conferences?

31. How are Supreme Court cases decided?

32. What role does the Chief Justice have in voting?

33. Who is usually the opinion writer?

34. Who selects the opinion writer?

35. What is the dissenting opinion?

36. Where are the Court's opinions are published?

37. How may the government object to the Supreme Court?

JUDICIAL REVIEW

1. What is Judicial Review is part of?

2. In Britain, which branch of government is the supreme court of the land?

3. What is Judicial Review?

4. What does the Supreme Court has the right to review?

5. Today, is the Supreme Court passive or activist role in public policy?

6. What was Marbury v Madison about?

7. What was John Marshal’s role?

8. When is a writ of mandamus is typically issued?

9. How does The Supreme Court vote about Marbury’s commission?

10. What did Marshall’s Court uphold concerning violation of legal right?

11. How did the Marbury case get turned around?

12. What happened to the Judiciary Act of 1789?

THE SUPREME COURT: INCEPTION TO THE 20th CENTURY

1. What power does the Supreme Court hold between citizens and states?

2. Why did Congress want the Eleventh Amendment ratified?

3. Why was Aaron Burr not convicted of treason?

4. What is required to be convicted of treason?

5. Why can’t states tax the Federal government or its banks?

6. Who has ultimate authority over state courts?

7. In Cohens v Virginia (1821) which cases were established that the Supreme Court could hear?

8. Who has absolute authority over interstate commerce?

9. What did Chief Justice Taney do to his slaves?

10. What did the Supreme Court, presided by Justice Taney, prohibited state law from doing?

11. What kind of state was Illinois?

12. Why did Dred Scott believe he could sue his owner for freedom?

13. Why was Dred Scott’s case denied?

14. What was the intent of the Fourteenth Amendment?

15. What three things did the Fourteenth Amendment do?

16. How did Taney respond to Lincoln’s suspension of habeas corpus?

17. How did Lincoln respond to Taney’s ruling?

18. How did Congress help Lincoln?

19. Who was challenged in 2004 for suspending habeas corpus for US citizens?

20. Why was Hmadi, a US citizen, was being detained indefinitely?

21. What did the Court rule?

22. Which state wanted to succeed from the Union?

23. How did the Supreme Court rule about Texas?

24. What did US v Cruickshank (1875) limit?

25. What was so important about Plessy v Ferguson, 1896?

26. What was the policy of segregation called?

THE WARREN COURT TO THE NEW DEAL
1. Concerning Free speech rights during war, what did the Supreme court rule in Schenck v United States (1919)?

2. What political party did Charles Schenck belong to?

3. What may speech not create?

4. What expression came from the Schenck ruling?

5. What age did FDR want to add an extra Justice?

6. Why did FDR want to add new Justices to the Supreme Court?

7. What two events stopped FDR’s plan?

8. How did President Eisenhower feel about nominating Warren for the Chief Justice?

9. List the accomplishments of the Warren Court.

10. How did Justice Felix Frankfurter describe the Constitution?

11. What did Justice Frankfurter mean by, "In a democratic society like ours, relief must come through an aroused popular conscience that sears the conscience of the people's representatives" 

12. Which Supreme Court decision did Brown v Board of Education of Topeka overturned?

13. What was Brown v Board of Education about?

14. What policy did Brown v Board end?

15. Why did the Supreme Court unanimously ruled that the right to the assistance of counsel was a fundamental right?

16. Why did the Supreme Court rule that a suspect has a right to an attorney?

17. Define miscegenation.

18. Why was Virginia's anti-miscegenation law in violation of the Constitution?

19. What are states not allowed to do with Supreme Court decisions?

20. What two abuses did a state cause by not to desegregating?

21. Why did the Supreme Court rule that state could not ban birth control?

22. What clause in the Constitution did government-directed prayer violate?

23. How did President John F Kennedy respond to the ruling? Do you think he was for or against it? What was Kennedy’s religious background?

24. What political role did the court assume in the 1962 case of Baker v Carr?

25. What does “one person, one vote" mean?

26. In Reynolds v Sims, what was the difference in size between some Senatorial districts in Alabama?

27. Why did Chief Justice Earl Warren say "Legislators represent people, not trees or acres Legislators are elected by voters, not farms or cities or economic interests?"

28. What were the key decisions of the Burger Court>

29. What is the central argument of Roe v Wade?

30. At this time, when may a woman abort her pregnancy?

31. What did the Supreme Court rule regarding University entry requirements?

32. How did the Supreme Court rule on affirmative action programs?

33. What did the Supreme Court decide about executive privilege?

34. What is the “Lemon test” used for?

35. List the Lemon test

36. What is the “Miller test” used for?

37. List the Miller test.

38. What were the Pentagon Papers?

39. Who was the defendant and the plaintiff concerning the Pentagon papers?

40. What part of the Constitution did the Supreme Court cite in the ruling over the Pentagon Papers?

41. What constitutes sexual harassment in the work place?

42. Explain flag desecration.
43. Why is flag desecration not illegal?

44. Why can’t the commerce clause be used to prevent firearms at a school?

45. Which Constitutional clause was cited in support of the Violence Against Women Act?

46. Why did the Supreme Court decide against state laws outlawing partial birth abortions?

47. How did the Supreme Court decide on The Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act?

48. What did the Supreme Court say about a sitting president and civil law litigation?

49. What was key in the decision of Bush v Gore regarding the Florida election results of 2000?

50. How did the Supreme Court under Chief Justice Roberts rule about free speech for government employees?

51. Specifically, what did the Court rule about the speech of public employees?

52. How did the Court rule on evidence found during “knock and announce?” 

53. How did the Court rule on the Kansas death penalty?

54. What is the meaning of an “unspoken norm of consensus?”

55. How often did the Warren, Burger and Rehnquist Courts vote unanimously?

56. Have unanimous ruling increased or decreased with Justice Roberts?

57. Since 1953, under which Chief Justice have unanimous decisions been the highest?

