The Judiciary Sample Lesson Two The Litmus Test

Lesson Objectives:
Students will:

1. Draw conclusions based on facts

2. Use prior knowledge for understanding complex issues

3. Identify, seek, describe, and evaluate multiple points of view surrounding issues.

4. Critical Thinking and Problem Solving: Students understand and evaluate statements for the underlying position and meaning

Summary

Student will read and understand statements made nominees to the Supreme Court by Justices who were selected and rejected by the Senate. Students will explain why these nominees either passed or failed the political litmus test.

Instructions:
Give students the Litmus Test Statements sheet. Have students answer the following questions a separate sheet of paper:

What is the central issue of each answer for the nominee?
How does the nominee support the issue with Constitutional law?

How does the nominee support the issue with personal experience?

How would you vote as a Senator and why?
Evaluation Rubric:
Student identified the main issue, the constitutional points, and the experience and made a clear expression as to how the student would vote.

Student identified the main issue but was unclear about the constitutional point or personal experience. Student had an opinion as to voting but not a clear answer as to why.

Student did not clearly identify the central issue and was unclear about the points made by the nominee. Student had an opinion on voting but did not support it.

Student did not identify an issue, not points or personal opinion of the nominee and had no support about why they voted on the nominee, if at all. 

