Westward Expansion Test
1. All of the following except ___was a reason for westward expansion

a. escape religious persecution

b. educate the Indians

c. find gold or furs

d. get cheap farm land

2. This document set up the manner by which newly organized western lands would be admitted as states

a. Land Ordinance of 1787

b. Land Ordinance of 1785

c. Land Ordinance of 1784

d. Treaty of Paris

3. The major reason for the purchase of Louisiana from France was

a. gaining a Northwest passage

b. doubling the size of the US

c. access to the Mississippi River

d. all of  the above

4. The Lewis and Clark expedition was expected to 
a. find a Northwest passage

b. reaffirm the US hold on the new lands

c. learn about the geography and Indians

d. all of the above

5. Sacagawea was primarily helpful to Lewis and Clark in 

a. cordial dealings with the Indians

b. finding the trail to the west

c. exploiting the fur trade in the west

d. safely returning to the east

6. This person gained knowledge of the headwaters of the Arkansas and Red rivers as well as spied on the Spanish for the US

a. Stephen Harriman

b. Zebulon Pike

c. Jedidiah Smith

d. Jim Bridger

7. All of the following except ___ were difference that existed between the settlement of the Old Northwest and the Old Southwest

a. area from which settlers originated

b.  attitudes toward slavery
c. treatment of the Indians

d. type of landholding established

8. This Indian felt that the land could not be sold by them and ceded to the white man, fought for Indian independence, but ended up a casualty of the War of 1812

a. John Ross

b. Sacagawea

c. The Prophet

d. Tecumseh

9. All of the following except ___ are true about the fur trade

a. companies were organized to exploit this rich trade

b. it was vital to the fashions of the time

c. beaver was the main fur sought

d. the mountain men were all independent fur trappers

10. This man was the first American to enter California from the east 

a. Jim Bridger

b. Jedediah Smith 

c. Kit Carson 

d. James Beckwourth

11. This man was a former freed slave turned explorer, Indian and mountain man

a. Jim Bridger

b. Jedediah Smith 

c. Kit Carson 

d. James Beckwourth
12. This trail connected Missouri with New Mexico

a. Santa Fe Trail

b. Oregon Trail

c. Old Spanish Trail

d. Mormon Trail

13. The importance of the Donner party on westward expansion was that it illustrated 

a. the spirit of dogged determination to get to the west 

b. the ability of the settler to survive even the toughest set backs

c. the importance of careful thought and planning in the trip west

d. all of the above

14. The people traveling on this trail did so to escape religious persecution 

a. Santa Fe Trail

b. Oregon Trail 

c. Old Spanish Trail

d. Mormon Trail

15. The Alamo best typifies the American spirit to

a. win at all cost

b. fight to the end 

c. take over western lands

d. move the Indians off their lands

16. Those against westward expansion were mainly concerned with the issue of

a. slavery

b. America growing too big too fast

c. the cruel Indian policy

d. Manifest Destiny

17. The War with Mexico was mainly fought
a. to secure Texas for the US

b. over Mexican aggression 

c. to secure Mexican lands for the US

d. all of the above

18. 54 – 40 or fight refers to Americans wishing to secure all of 

a. California

b. Oregon 

c. Texas

d. New Mexico

19. All of the following except ___ are true about the Californian Gold Rush

a. it brought people quickly into California

b. at least three different routes were used to get to California

c. the Indians were beneficiaries of the new found gold

d. people made fortunes from supplying the miners as well as mining

20. The Trail of Tears is

a. a prime example of the US policy towards the American Indians

b. an exception to the way the US treated the American Indians 

c. an unfortunate incident with the American Indians for which the US government made amends

d. part of the US government’s policy to maintain the cultural identity of Indian tribes

Westward Expansion Test Answer Key

1. b

2. a

3. c

4. d

5. a

6. b

7. c

8. d

9. d

10. b

11. d

12. a

13. c

14. d

15. b

16. a

17. c

18. b

19. c

20. a

