Westward Expansion Questions

1. What two present-day New England states were not one of the original thirteen colonies? 

2. What geographical feature did the Proclamation Line of 1763 generally follow?

3. Which two present-day states were once entirely left as an Indian Reserve in 1775?

4. Which state has control over what is today the state of Maine?

5. What European country held control over the lands west of the Mississippi River?

6. Which treaty granted the land east of the Mississippi and west of the Appalachian Mountains?

7. What act of law placed the lands beyond the Appalachian Mountains under the direct ownership and control of the United States central government?

8. Which act of law provided for the political organization of the western lands east of the Mississippi and west of the Appalachian Mountains?

9. Which act of law provided for the effective means of settlement and development of the Northwest region?

10. In the 1780’s which two European countries controlled land in North America?

11. What conflict needed to be resolved before the lands beyond the Appalachian Mountains could be administered by the national government?

12. Which state claimed the greatest amount of territory beyond the Appalachian Mountains?

13. Which state claimed the smallest amount of territory beyond the Appalachian Mountains?

14. Based on the map, how did many states determine the borders of their western land claims?

15. Speculate why some states made land claims beyond the Appalachian Mountains?

16. What was the fourteenth state into the Union?

17. In the earlier 1800’s what nation did the United States have its earlier territorial disputes against?

18. Which two waterways were economical vital to the Ohio and Indiana territories?

19. Which country had ultimate control over the Mississippi River in 1800?

20. Why did Jefferson want to buy the port city of New Orleans?

21. Explain two reasons for why Napoleon Bonaparte was willing to sell the Louisiana Territory?

22. Who was the French Foreign Minister that arranged for the sale of the Louisiana Territory to the United States?

23. What part of our government ratifies treaties?

24. What was the percentage increase of American land with the purchase of the Louisiana Territory?

25. Discuss the multiple goals of the Lewis and Clark expeditions?

26. What modern occupation would make a good simile for Sacagawea role in the Lewis and Clark expedition?

27. Speculate why the Lewis and Clark expedition was important to the country's westward expansion?

28. Discuss the value of Pike's second expedition and speculate why our government ordered his reconnaissance into New Mexico?

29. Who was Stephen Harriman Long?

30. Where was the location of the Great American Desert of the 1800's?

31. Why was the term "desert" used to describe the Great American Desert?
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32. State four tribes present in the lands between the Mississippi River and the Appalachian Mountains in the early 1800’s?

33. How did the great Shawnee leader Prophet increase his power over the Indian tribes in the region?

34. Summarize why Tecumseh felt it impossible for the Indians to sell their land to the Americans.

35. Argue why William Henry Harrison's view towards the Indians of the Old Northwest was both admirable and pragmatic?

36. Which two battles ended the hope of Tecumseh and Prophet Indian Confederacy against the American conquest in the Old Northwest?

37. What British company was an important provider of beaver pelts in North America?

38. Explain why the beaver pelts of North America were of such value to the Europeans?

39. Speculate the practical reason for beaver hats becoming popular to wear?

40. Which American was one of the first to exploit the vast supply of furs in the Louisiana territory?

41. Which city became a key point of the early fur trade in the United States?

42. Explain the various ways a person could make a living in the fur trade of the Rocky Mountains?

43. What moment is often referred to as the start of the “Mountain man Era”?

44. Evaluate the importance of Jedediah Smith?

45. Compare and contrast the achievements of Jim Bridger and Kit Carson.

46. Discuss how James Beckwourth’s life can be considered an example of the American spirit in the west?****
47. John Fremont and Charles Preuss aided in the settlement of the west with a publishing of a detailed map of what important immigrant route?

48. What important document, popularizing the Far West, was written by John and Jesse Fremont?

49. Cite two important forts along the Oregon Trail?

50. What important trail(route) was developed to access the trade potential of the northern Mexican territories?
51. Discuss the importance of Captain William Becknell?

52. Summarize the Oregon Trail and its importance to the settlement of the West.

53. What is the name of the famous pass through the Rocky Mountains of the Oregon Trail?

54. What two important cities did the Old Spanish Trail link?

55. Who led the Mormons from their persecution in Illinois to their new home in Utah?

56. What challenges did emigrants using the California Trail face? 

57. Why was the California Trail significant to the West?

58. Discuss the tragedy of the Donner-Reed party?

59. The Adams-Onis Treaty established the United States border to which European country?

60. What large territorial gains did the United States acquire in 1818 and 1819?

61. The recently established government of Mexico gave generous land grants to Americans in which present-day state?

62. What did the Spanish term “empresarios” mean?

63. List the three conditions that the Americans that settled in Mexico were to do:

64. Who was the American first granted permission to settle in the Texas region by the Mexican government?

65. Discuss the reasons for the Texan’s anger towards the Mexican government and Santa Ana specifically?

66. Who were the co-commanders of the Alamo?

67. Who were the “Tejanos”?

68. Cite two reasons how the Battle at the Alamo helped the Texans against the Santa Ana’s army?

69. Discuss whether the massacre at the Alamo was avoidable based on the letters of Travis and Santa Ana concerning the impending battle?

70. Which battle gave Texas their independence?

71. Who was the first president of the Republic of Texas?

72. Why did the Congress refuse to annex the Republic of Texas as the Texans had hoped?

73. What is the Manifest Destiny?

74. Reasons for the Manifest Destiny:
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75. Which American president made it a goal of his administration to annex Texas?

76. Defend the argument that the Polk administration was one of the most successful in the 19th century?

77. What event started the Mexican War?

78. Which battle best showed the poor quality of the Mexican military of the Mexican War?

79. Which American general led the attack into Central Mexico and Mexico City?

80. Name two famous Civil War generals that served in the Mexican War?

81. What present-day state was once known as the Bear Flag Republic?

82. Who was a key individual in the Bear Flag Revolution?

83. Conditions of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo:

	1. 



	2. 



	3. 


	4. 



	5. 



84. State three arguments that individuals had against the Mexican War:
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85. What were the ramifications of the Mexican War upon the United States?

85. What was the main purpose for the Gadsden Purchase?

86. What invention made the transmission of news of the fighting in the Mexican War faster?

87. Where was gold first discovered in California?

88. How was Sam Brennan able to make $800,000 in one week?

89. Rate and explain your reason the routes a person on the East Coast could take to get to the gold mines of California?
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90. Although some men made enormous amounts of money, how did many spend their profits?

91. Argue why a person should and should not have traveled to California to seek gold.

92. Besides white Americans, what other groups of people sought their riches in California?

93. Why did Jackson believe that the Native Americans needed to be removed from the whites?

94. What was the name that came to identify the forcible removal of the Cherokee Nation in the 1830’s?

95. Where did the United States move the Cherokee and many other tribes of the Eastern Unites States?

96. What should have prevented the removal of the Cherokee and other native tribes?

97. Cite examples that demonstrate that the Cherokee were in fact civilized?

98. Who was John Ross?

99. Approximately how Cherokee dead during the Trail of Tears?

100. What was the name of the Congressional Act that led to the removal of nearly 

       all Native Americans east of the Mississippi River?
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