Westward Expansion Culminating task
Standard:  Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the West from 1800 to the mid 1800s and the challenges they faced.

1. Describe the purpose, challenges, and economic incentives associated with westward expansion including the concept of Manifest Destiny (e.g., the Lewis and Clark expedition, accounts of the removal of Indian, the Cherokee’s Trail of Tears) and the territorial acquisitions that spanned numerous decades.

2. 2.  Describe the Texas War for Independence and the Mexican-American War, including territorial settlement, the aftermath of the war, and the effects the wars had on the lives of Americans.

You are going to choose to be a person settling or exploring one of the western areas covered in this time period.  You are writing a letter home explaining the purpose challenges and economic incentives associated with your movement into this area.  You are a believer in Manifest Destiny.  In your letter, you explain the concept, and show how the settlement of the chosen area fits into this plan.  You must include appropriate remarks about the removal or conquering of anyone already living in the area that reflect the attitude of a person from this time period.

Four: (A)   This letter correctly defends the chosen persona by staying in roll. It correctly describes in depth the challenges, purpose and economic incentives associated with their chosen area.  It thoroughly explains the concept of Manifest Destiny and clearly shows how the settlement of the area fit into this philosophy.  It mentions correctly any group already living in the area and what the plans are or what happen to those people.

Three (B or C)   This letter correctly defends the chosen persona by staying in roll.  It correctly describes some or a few of the challenges, purpose and economic incentives associated with the chosen area, but perhaps in a cursory or superficial manner.  It may not have the complete specific criteria for their area (ex. Gold left out as an incentive for California).  It states the concept of Manifest Destiny but may not correctly connect how the settlement of the chosen area fits into this philosophy.  It mentions correctly, but in a general way, any group living in the areas and briefly states what will happen to them.
Two (D)  This letter attempts to be in roll but fails overall.  It lists items rather than takes on the roll.  It may have challenges, purpose and economic incentives mentioned but they will not be tied specifically to a particular area.  One or more of these will be omitted.  It mentions Manifest Destiny but shows no understanding of the concept or how the area fit into the plan.  It may or may not mention the indigenous people, but if mention gives no incite into their fate.

One (F)  This letter, if a letter at all, is sketchy.  It mentions areas taken over by the US as it moved westward but lacks any understanding of the challenges, purpose and economic incentives.   There is no clear chosen area(rather it is the whole “west”).  Manifest Destiny is not mentioned.  Any problems the indigenous people had are ignored, or that is all it discussed leaving out any other pertinent information.
