The International 

Arise ye workers from your slumbers
Arise ye prisoners of want
For reason in revolt now thunders
And at last ends the age of cant.
Away with all your superstitions
Servile masses arise, arise
We'll change henceforth the old tradition
And spurn the dust to win the prize.

Refrain: 
So comrades, come rally
And the last fight let us face
The Internationale unites the human race.

No more deluded by reaction
On tyrants only we'll make war
The soldiers too will take strike action
They'll break ranks and fight no more
And if those cannibals keep trying
To sacrifice us to their pride
They soon shall hear the bullets flying
We'll shoot the generals on our own side.

No saviour from on high delivers
No faith have we in prince or peer
Our own right hand the chains must shiver
Chains of hatred, greed and fear
E'er the thieves will out with their booty
And give to all a happier lot.
Each at the forge must do their duty
And we'll strike while the iron is hot. 

 Questions

1. The first two lines indicate that the song is directed toward whom?

2. What does the third line call on people to do?

3. What “superstitions” do you think the song is referring to?

4. According to the refrain, who will be involved in the movement and will it be peaceful? Back up your answer with proof.

5. Define “tyrant”. (Use dictionary if needed)

6. Why does the author threaten to “shoot the generals on our own side”? 

7. Who can people rely on, according to the song?

8. What does it mean to “strike while the iron is hot”?

9. This song served as the anthem for the U.S.S.R. and other communists around the world. In your opinion why do you think it was used by them?
Answers

1. Workers, especially the poor.

2. Revolt or overthrow the current system.

3. Probably religion and other ideas that made people believe they ought to be obedient to their superiors and settle for harsh conditions.

4. Everyone on earth, the entire human race; violent, since it is a call to fight.

5. Anyone who has absolute power and has no one keeping them in check.

6. The generals are making people fight in an unjust war to make the rich richer and they don’t care how many die for their greed.
7. Only themselves, no higher power or government official.

8. There will be more success if the revolt is done immediately.

9. Answers will vary but might include: the song includes everyone, so it is a struggle to end classes and especially to end the power of greed over people’s lives. In a communist system, the goal is have enough for everyone and for all to contribute, not simply the masses toiling to amass more wealth for the rich.

