Student Questions for Daisy Bates Letter

1. What is segregation? 

2. How long after Brown v. School Board was this letter written?

3. What were the conditions at the High School for African-American students?

4. What was the principle’s attitude toward segregation? How do you know?

5. Based on the letter, what role do you think Daisy Bates played in the desegregation of Central High?

6. How did the NAACP help the students?

7. What does this letter show about the power of enforcement of the Supreme Court? 

8. Who became responsible for enforcement after a Supreme Court decision?

9. Who did Daisy Bates want to help the students? Is this their responsibility?

10. How do you think that Roy Wilkins should respond to the letter?

Respond to the following statements about the integration problem at Little Rock High in 1957 in light of the Supreme Court decision.

11. Robert Ewing Brown, leader of a segregationist group in Little Rock, said, ''The Negroes have ample and fine schools here, and there is no need for this problem except to satisfy the aims of a few white and Negro revolutionaries.” NYT Jan 22, 1998
12. “Blood will run in the streets if Negro pupils should attempt to enter Central High School.” (Governor Orval Faubus, September 2, 1957)
13. “The only assurance I can give you is that the federal constitution will be

upheld by me by every legal means at my command (President Dwight D.

Eisenhower in a telegram to Governor Orval Faubus, September 7, 1957)
14, How would schools have looked in your area had the Supreme Court not ruled against segregation in 1954? How would your life, and the lives of other students, be different? 

