Daisy Bates letter to Roy Wilkins, Executive Director of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).
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STATE [{5/PRESS

/ Pp.o.BOX 2179

Il Rock,  Askansss
December 17, 1957

New York, N. Y.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:

Conditions are yet pretty rough in the school for the children. Last
week, Mimmie Jean's mother, Mrs. W. B, Brown, asked me to go over to
the school with her for a conference with the principal, and the two
assistant principals. Subject of conference:"Pirmer disciplinary
measures, and the withdrawal of Minnie Jean from the glee club's
Christmas program." The principel had informed Minnie Jean in with-
drawing her from the program that "When it is definitely decided that
Negroes will go to school here with the whites, and the troops are
removed, then you will be able to participate in 2ll activities." We
strongly challenged this statement, which he denied making in that
fashion. :

We also pointed out that the treatment of the children had been getting
steadily worse for the last two weeks in the form of kicking, spitting,
and general abuse. As a result of our visit, stronger measures are
being taken ageinst the white students who are guilty of committing
these offenses. For instance, a boy who had been suspended for two
weeks, flunked both six-weeks tests, and on his return to school, the
first day he knocked Gloria Ray into her locker., &s a result of our
visit, he was given an indefinite suspension,

The superintendent of schools also requested a conference the same
afternoon. Clarence and I went down and rpent about two hours. Here,
again we poirte? out that a three-day suspension given Hugh Williams for
a sneak attack perpetrated on one of the Negro boys which knocked

him out, and reaquired a doctor's attention, was not sufficient punishment.
We also informed him that our investigation revealed that there were
many pupils willing to help if given the opportunity, and that Presi-
dent Eisenhower was very much concerned about the Little Bock crisis.

He has stated his willingness to come down and address the student body
if invited by student leaders of the school. This information was
passed on tb the principa;z’of the school, but we have not been asaured
that lezdership would be given to children in the school who are willing
to organize for law and order. However, we have not abandoned the

idea. Last Frfiday, the 13th, I was asked to call Washington and see

if we could get FBI men placed in the school December 16-18.




