Progressive Era Questions
1. The progressive movement is considered by some the origin of which social/political ideology?

2. Progressives believed that government should protect the people and promote the social welfare of people through which means?

3. It was an important social issue concerning equality that the Progressives advocated?

4. List five issues that defined the Progressive Movement.
5. Who worked in the vast majority of “settlement houses” across the country?

6. What was the purpose of the “settlement houses”?

7. What was the name of the first “settlement house”?

8. Although “settlement houses” do not exist today, what private institutions carry out many of the same purposes?
9. What was the service that some “settlement houses” provided that has been adopted by many school districts?

   10. Who were two women important to the “settlement house” concept?

   11. What was the name of the famous Chicago “settlement house”?

12. What two factors were primarily responsible for the rapid growth of 

      America’s urban areas?

13. What was the name for the apartment buildings that many urban poor 

      Lived?
14. Describe the conditions that made life for the poor degrading. Speculate 

      how these apartment were a legitimate danger to those who lived in 

      them?

15. State two deadly diseases that struck the cities and spread 

      rapidly due to poor sanitation and crowded conditions.
16. What was a “muckraker”?

17. State two important magazines of the earlier 20th century.
18.  The Octopus, Frank Norris called for what reform?

19. What was the name of the book by Upton Sinclair that exposed the filthy 
      conditions that meat packers used?
20. How did the federal government respond to the outcry from Upton 

      Sinclair’s book?
21. Which man was the target of Ida M. Tarbell’s book?

22. Jacob Riis documented the conditions of which group in the United 

     States?

23. Cite a specific example that you have seen pictured of the absolute 

      deplorable living conditions that the poor faced.

24. Lincoln Steffens attacked which issue that he claimed was in every 

      American city?
25. Argue why political bosses were able to gain and maintain power.
26. Who was the notorious political boss of Tammany Hall?

27. Lewis Hine photographs pushed Americans to demand legislation 
      regulating which societal practice?
28. What organization paid for Lewis Hine to photograph across the country?

29. Based on the pictures, what industry appears to be the primary 

      user of child labor?

30. Why were advocates angered by child labor, especially in those 

      industries pictured?

31. Develop a well written argument of the dangers for boys working in       

      coal mines.
32. Who was a “muckraker” that advocated for trade unions?

33. The reforms that the “muchrakers” demanded begun to be addressed in 

      which level of government first?
34. List the three basic reasons for the development of corruption in the 

      municipal governments.
35. What form of municipal government did the National Municipal League 

      demand?
36. List three municipal services that were frequently controlled by dishonest 

      businesses.
37. What natural disaster struck the city of Galveston in1900?

38. What was the type of municipal form of government that was direct 

      result of the Galveston disaster in 1900?

39. Briefly describe the new municipal government of Galveston begun in 

     1901.
40. Explain Wisconsin Gov. LaFollette’s “Wisconsin Idea”.

41. Discuss how Gov. Lafollette deserves to be considered a pioneer of the 

      Progressive Movement.

42. Define the following:



1. Direct Primary- 



2. Recall Vote- 



3. Initiative- 



4. Secret Ballot- 


5. Referendum- 
43. Which president was the first of the “progressive” presidents?

44. Briefly summarize the view Teddy Roosevelt had for the executive office     

      and its power of governance.

45. Briefly state what Roosevelt meant with his “Square Deal”.
46. Argue how Roosevelt’s “Square Deal” isn’t an extreme form of 

      progressive ideals.

47. List five important “Square Deal” laws.
48. How did Roosevelt break presidential precedent with the Coal Miners 

     Strike of 1902?
49. Describe the purpose of each of the following pieces of legislation:



1. Newlands Reclamation Act(1902)-


2. Elkins Act(1903)-


3. Hepburn Act(1908)-


4. Pure Food and Drug Act(1908)-


5. Meat Inspection Act(1908)-
50. Define what each commission accomplished:



1. Public Lands Commission-


2. Inland Waterways Commission- 



3. National Conservation Commission-



4. Country Life Commission- 

51. Who became an important leader and official of Roosevelt’s conservation 

      policies?

52. What was the law that Teddy Roosevelt intended to use against the 

      various trusts?

53. What was Roosevelt’s definition of a “good trust”?

54. What new cabinet department was created by Congress, at Roosevelt’s 

      insistence?

55. What action by President Taft is believed to have been the spark that 

      split the Republican Party?
56. List the five principles of Wilson’s “New Freedom” platform.

57. Define tariff.

58. The Underwood-Simmons Tariff created what new system of increasing 

      revenue for the federal government?

59. What agency did Wilson help craft that still today attempts to stabilize 

      the economy?

60. The Clayton Anti-Trust Act legalized what actions by unions?

61. The Bureau of Corporations was replaced with what new agency that still 

      exists today?
62. What New York fire led to improved safety conditions?
63. List three leading female woman suffragists:
64. Which state first granted women suffrage rights in state-wide elections?

65. Which political party endorsed women suffrage in the 1912 election?
66. What event did the women suffragists conduct during Wilson’s 

      inauguration?  What happened during the women’s event?
67. What was the name for the laws meant to limit blacks freedom and 

      rights in the American society?

68. The Supreme Court decision of Plessy v.Ferguson established what legal 

      rule concerning black’s and white’s public facilities?

69. Who were the two leading figures for the Black Americans after Frederick 

      Douglas’s death?
70. W.E.B. DuBois was important in the formation of which organization that 

      would advance the rights and concerns of Black Americans?
71. What was the name of the movie that glorified the Ku Klux Klan?

72. Discuss the differences between Washington and DuBois view’s?

74. Argue in support of both men’s views towards racial equality.
75. Who was Eugene Debs?

76. Describe Socialism?

77. What actions led to Emma Goldman to be deported from the United 

      States?

78. What did the Wobblies advocate?

79. How many times did Eugene Debs run for president? 
80. What was lynching?


