Progressive Era Questions
1. The progressive movement is considered by some the origin of which social/political ideology?

Liberalism
2. Progressives believed that government should protect the people and promote the social welfare of people through which means?

    

Legislation
3. It was an important social issue concerning equality that the Progressives advocated?

Women’s Suffrage

4. List five issues that defined the Progressive Movement:

a. Women’s Suffrage
b. Rate Control on Utilities
c. Prohibition
d. End Child labor
e. Immigration restrictions
f. Americanization of immigrants
g. Political Reform/Stop political machines
h. Anti-trust legislation
i. End prostitution and sweatshops
5. Who worked in the vast majority of “settlement houses” across the country?

Middle-class women and men
6. What was the purpose of the “settlement houses”?

To improve the lives of poor families by providing amenities and services that were not provided by government, such as clubs, classes, social gatherings, playgrounds, arts programs, sports and summer camps, clean milk stations, well-baby clinics
7. What was the name of the first “settlement house”?


University Settlement House

8. Although “settlement houses” do not exist today, what private institutions carry out many of the same purposes?
YMCA, Salvation Army, United Way, religious groups

9. What was the service that some “settlement houses” provided that has been adopted by many school districts?


Kindergarten
   10. Who were two women important to the “settlement house” concept?



Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr

   11. What was the name of the famous Chicago “settlement house”?



Hull House

12. What two factors were primarily responsible for the rapid growth of 

         American’s urban areas?



Immigration and City jobs attracting people off farms
13. What was the name for the apartment buildings that many urban poor 

      lived?


Tenement buildings

14. Describe the conditions that made life for the poor degrading? Speculate 

      and how these apartment were a legitimate danger to those who lived in 

      these structures?

     

Crowded, unsanitary, no privacy/ fire hazard, contagious 



diseases easily could spread

15. State two deadly diseases that struck the cities and spread 

      rapidly due to poor sanitation and crowded conditions?



Influenza, Cholera and Tuberculosis
16. What was a “muckraker”?



An individual that used the media(written works) to 





expose the social and political problems of the American 


society
17. State two important magazines of the earlier 20th century?


McClure’s, Cosmopolitan, Collier’s, Everybody’s Magazine,



Scribner’s

18.  The Octopus, Frank Norris called for what reform?



Regulation of the railroads
19. What was the name of the book by Upton Sinclair that exposed the filthy 
      conditions that meat packers used?


The Jungle

20. How did the federal government respond to the outcry from Upton 

      Sinclair’s book?


The Federal Meat Inspection Act of 1906

21. Which man was the target of Ida M. Tarbell’s book?



Nelson Rockefeller

22. Jacob Riis documented the conditions of which group in the United 

     States?



The poor and homeless

23. Cite a specific example that you have seen pictured of the absolute 

      deplorable living conditions that the poor faced.



Collapsing homes, dangerous gases entering homes, lack 


of housing
24. Lincoln Steffens attacked which issue that he claimed was in every 

      American city?



Political corruption

25. Argue why political bosses were able to gain and maintain power?



Helped immigrants with food and jobs and they voted for 


the boss’s candidates.  Bosses provided pubic services 



that the city governments were unable


Protect vices and corrupt businesses 
26. Who was the notorious political boss of Tammany Hall?



Tweed

27. Lewis Hine photographs pushed Americans to demand legislation 
      regulating which societal practice?


Child Labor

28. What organization paid for Lewis Hine to photograph across the country?



National Child Labor Committee (NCLC)

29. Based on the pictures, what industry appears to be the primary 

      user of child labor?



Textiles 

30. Why were advocates angered by child labor, especially in those 

      industries pictured?



Danger of injury or death

31. Develop a well written argument of the dangers for boys working in the      

      coal mines?


Crouched over the chutes, the boys sit hour after hour, 


picking out the pieces of slate and other refuse from the 


coal 


Most of them become more or less deformed and bent-


backed like old men  


Accidents to the hands, such as cut, broken, or crushed 


fingers, are common 
 


Boys can be mangled and torn in the machinery, or 



disappears in the chute to be picked out later smothered 


and dead 


Clouds of dust fill the breakers and are inhaled by the 


boys, laying the foundations for asthma and miners’ 



consumption
32. Who was a “muckraker” that advocated for trade unions?



Ray Stanndard Baker
33. The reforms that the “muchrakers” demanded begun to be addressed in 

      which level of government first?


Local

34. List the three basic reasons for the development of corruption in the 

      municipal governments


a. Cities grew too fast for the municipal governments to 



    provide adequate services



b. Many of the immigrants lacked the knowledge or 



    tradition of democracy



c. Business leaders were tied to the political bosses

35. What form of municipal government did the National Municipal League 

      demand?


Council/Mayor

36. List three municipal services that were frequently controlled by dishonest 

      businesses.


a. Sewer



b. Water



c. Electricity



d. Gas



e. Public transportation

37. What natural disaster struck the city of Galveston in1900?



Hurricane

38. What was the type of municipal form of government that was direct 

      result of the Galveston disaster in 1900?



Commission Plan

39. Briefly describe the new municipal government of Galveston begun in 

     1901.


Made of 5-7 commissioners elected at large



The behave as the legislature, raising taxes, passing laws, 


         etc.



Each commissioner would be responsible for a specific 


aspect of municipal services, public works, finance, public 


safety, etc.



One of the commissioners would be the mayor, but would 


only conduct meetings and have only ceremonial role

40. Explain Wisconsin Gov. LaFollette’s “Wisconsin Idea”.



The was the use of professors from the University of 



Wisconsin--57 at one point--to draft bills and administer 


the state regulatory apparatus created by the new law
41. Discuss how Gov. Lafollette deserves to be considered a pioneer of the 

      Progressive Movement.



His public reading of the "roll call" in districts in which 


legislators had opposed his reform proposals 


Believing that the railroads were the principal subverters 


of the political process, he persuaded the legislature to 


tax them on the basis of their property (1903) and to 


regulate them by commission (1905) 


The legislature enacted the direct primary in 1903 and 


state civil-service reform in 1905 


His appointees to the Tax Commission, given new power 


by the legislature, equalized tax assessments 
42. Define the following:



1. Direct Primary- Candidate for office are chosen by the 





 voters instead of politicians or bosses


2. Recall Vote- Voters have the right to remove elected 




     representatives from office


3. Initiative- This allowed the voting public to petition state 



governments to consider bills wanted by the 




people


4. Secret Ballot- No one can know how a citizen voted


5. Referendum- Gave the voters the right to decide if a 




       proposed state law should be passed
43. Which president was the first of the “progressive” presidents?



Teddy Roosevelt

44. Briefly summarize the view Teddy Roosevelt had for the executive office     

      and its power of governance.



He must act in the nation’s welfare.  Willing to use any 


power or means unless specifically prohibited by the 



Constitution or Legislative acts

45. Briefly state what Roosevelt meant with his “Square Deal”.


That the dealings of government and business will be fair 


and honest

46. Argue how Roosevelt’s “Square Deal” isn’t an extreme form of 

      progressive ideals.

 

He believes people must be responsible for their success, 



it is not government’s job to make people successful, but 


create the environment for success

47. List five important “Square Deal” laws:



a. Newlands Reclamation Act(1902)



b. Elkins Act(1903)



c. Hepburn Act(1908)


d. Pure Food and Drug Act(1908)


e. Meat Inspection Act(1908)
48. How did Roosevelt break presidential precedent with the Coal Miners 

     Strike of 1902?


He involved himself in the dispute and conducted an 



arbitration that led to a settlement
49. Describe the purpose of each of the following pieces of legislation:



1. Newlands Reclamation Act(1902)- The act allowed the 



government to undertake irrigation projects to 




establish farms for relief of urban congestion


2. Elkins Act(1903)- The act forbid rebates to powerful 



clients and false pricing, but allowed the railroads to 



set their rates according to market conditions, and it 


enlarged the regulatory powers of the ICC


3. Hepburn Act(1908)- The act gave (ICC) the power to 



force railroads to obey orders. If the railroads 




protested, the ICC's conditions would be in effect 



until the outcome of litigation said otherwise. The 



ICC's authority was extended to cover bridges, 




terminals, ferries, sleeping cars, and express 




companies


4. Pure Food and Drug Act(1908)- The act that prevented the 



manufacture, sale, or transportation of adulterated 



or misbranded or poisonous or deleterious foods, 



drugs, medicines, and liquors, and the regulating of 



their traffic


5. Meat Inspection Act(1908)- The act required the USDA to 



inspect all cattle, sheep, swine, goats, and horses 



when slaughtered and processed into products for 



human consumption. To prevent adulterated or 




misbranded livestock and products from being sold 



as food, and to ensure that meat and meat products 



are slaughtered and processed under sanitary 




conditions 
50. Define what each commission accomplished:



1. Public Lands Commission- To study public land policy and 



laws. It helped lead to new government regulations 



of the use of open range and federal lands



2. Inland Waterways Commission- To study the river systems 



of the United States, the development of water 




power, flood control, and land reclamation



3. National Conservation Commission-It prepared the first 



inventory of the natural resources of the United 



States. The commission was divided into four 




sections, water, forests, lands, and minerals, each 



section having a chairman, and with Gifford Pinchot 



as chairman of the executive committee



4. Country Life Commission- 
It studied the status of rural 



life
51. Who became an important leader and official of Roosevelt’s conservation 

      policies?



Gifford Pinchot

52. What was the law that Teddy Roosevelt intended to use against the 

      various trusts?



Sherman Anti-Trust Act

53. What was Roosevelt’s definition of a “good trust”?



If it benefitted the consumer

54. What new cabinet department was created by Congress, at Roosevelt’s 

      insistence?



Department of Commerce and Labor

55. What action by President Taft is believed to have been the spark that 

      split the Republican Party


The firing of Pinchot
56. List the five principles of Wilson’s “New Freedom” platform.



a. Tariff reduction


b. Reform the banking system



c. Control abusive corporations



d. Restore competition



e. Promote unions and working class

57. Define tariff.



A tariff is a tax a government places on imported goods 


for the purpose to raise revenue and/or discourage the 


purchase of imported goods, thus protecting domestic 


manufacturers
58. The Underwood-Simmons Tariff created what new system of increasing 

      revenue for the federal government?



Income tax

59. What agency did Wilson help craft that still today attempts to stabilize 

      our economy?



Federal Reserve

60. The Clayton Anti-Trust Act legalized what actions by unions?



To strike, boycott and picket

61. The Bureau of Corporations was replaced what new agency that still 

      exists today?


Federal Trade Commission

62. What New York fire led to improved safety conditions?


Triangle Shirtwaist 

63. List three leading female woman suffragists:


Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 


Lucy Stone, Lucretia Mott, Carrie Chapman Catt, Lucy 


Burns, Maud Wood Park
64. Which state first granted women suffrage rights in state-wide elections?



Wyoming

65. Which political party endorsed women suffrage in the 1912 election?


Bull Moose
66. What event did the women suffragists conduct during the Wilson’s 

      inauguration?  What happened during the women’s event?


A march.  Protesters disrupted the march injuring 



a hundred marchers.  Many claim the police did nothing

67. What was the name for the laws meant to limit blacks freedom and 

      rights in the American society?



Jim Crow

68. The Supreme Court decision of Plessy v.Ferguson established what legal 

      rule concerning black’s and white’s public facilities?



Separate but equal

69. Who were the two leading figures for the Black Americans after Frederick 

      Douglas’s death?


Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois

70. W.E.B. DuBois was important in the formation of which organization that 

      would advance the rights and concerns of Black Americans?


National Association for the Advancement of Colored 


People
71. What was the name of the movie that glorified the Ku Klux Klan?



Birth of a Nation

72. Discuss the differences between Washington and DuBois view’s?



Washington

 



Blacks should wait for social equality and work for social 


rights through economic progress



Segregation and 2nd class citizenship were to be accepted 



Civil rights would come from whites when blacks proved 


themselves ready


DuBois



Blacks will make no real progress as long as they were 


denied equal rights no matter how docile they acted



Blacks should work for equality and social justice now and 

not accept 2nd class citizenship



Black people should not wait for whites to accept them for 

they were Americans like everyone else
74. Argue in support of both men’s views towards racial equality.


Washington



That demanding too forcefully may push whites to the 



racists position



Such a drastic change, in the South especially, needs to be 

done slowly for true, lasting results


Blacks lack the necessary political and economic power to 


force their demands


DuBois



That Blacks have already earned and gained these rights  


the 13th-15th Amendments



Blacks are denied the needed education and economic 



opportunity to advanced any further



They need not prove themselves to whites, only to 



themselves

75. Who was Eugene Debs?



Socialist presidential candidate

76. Describe Socialism?



That the means of production be owned by the workers 


rather than by a rich minority of capitalists. It is a system 


of ownership that is both collective and individual in 



nature. The means of production comprise everything, 


except labor, that is used in production, namely, factories, 

plant, equipment, offices, shops, raw materials, fuel and 


components 
77. What actions led to Emma Goldman to be deported form the United 

      States?



Anti-war (World War I)

78. What did the Wobblies advocate?



The IWW was fighting for "the structure of the new 



society within the shell of the old". The IWW aimed to 


unite workers around the world, lock arms, and walk off 


their jobs in a mass general strike, rendering factory 


owners powerless, effectively overthrowing capitalism. In 

its place would be the new society based on industrial 


unionism, in which workers controlled their own destinies 

and the fruits of labor could be enjoyed by all
79. How many times did Eugene Debs run for president? 


Five
80. What was lynching?



To execute without due process, typically by hanging 
