Excerpt from Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine

Theodore Roosevelt 
December 6, 1904
Annual Message Before Congress
“It is not true that the United States feels any land hunger or entertains any projects as regards the other nations of the Western Hemisphere save such as are for their welfare. All that this country desires is to see the neighboring countries stable, orderly, and prosperous. Any country whose people conduct themselves well can count upon our hearty friendship. If a nation shows that it knows how to act with reasonable efficiency and decency in social and political matters, if it keeps order and pays its obligations, it need fear no interference from the United States. Chronic wrongdoing, or an impotence which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in America, as elsewhere, ultimately require intervention by some civilized nation, and in the Western Hemisphere the adherence of the United States to the Monroe Doctrine may force the United States, however reluctantly, in flagrant cases of such wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of an international police power.”
1. What does Roosevelt claim in the first two sentences is the United States’ desire for other nations in the Western Hemisphere?

2. Who will be allies with the U.S.?

3. Why would the U.S. intervene in another nation’s affairs?

4. Who do you think this message was intended primarily for?

5. Paraphrase the paragraph in your own words as much as possible.  

Answers

1. For the nations to be violence free, doing well economically, and stable.
2. Any nation who treats other nations with respect.

3. If a nation continually does unjust things either to neighbors or internally. 

4. Europe, as a means of reminding them to stay out of the Western Hemisphere.

5. The U.S. wants to see prosperity throughout all of the Western Hemisphere and will be friends with any nation that agrees with this stance. If a nation acts improperly, they can expect the U.S. to intervene and bring about a peaceful solution. This occurs all over the world, whenever a nation acts improperly, but in the Western Hemisphere it is up to the U.S. to maintain peace.
